Properties of Matter
 Center Instructions 





NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Grade 2  


	Center 1:  Creating Mixtures

	The purpose of this center is to create two different types of mixtures.  

Activity 1:  

· First have each child take a container of rice.  They then add marbles and shells, put the lid on the container and shake it up. 

· Once they have shaken their mixture, ask them to remove the lid and separate out the marbles and shells from the rice.  

· Once completed, the marbles and shells should be returned to their original containers.

Discussion:

· Recognize that in this mixture, when the substances were combined, they retained their individual properties of rice, shells and marbles. 

· Recognize that they were able to separate this mixture into its original parts. 
Activity 2:  

· Set aside the previous materials, and give each student a small cup of water.  

· Allow each student to put approximately one teaspoon of salt into the water.  Have students stir until the salt has dissolved into the water.  

· Ask the students:  

· Is this also a mixture?  (yes)  

· What happened to the salt?  (It dissolved into the water)  

· What does it mean to dissolve?  (To dissolve means that the solid separates into particles too small to be seen, and mixes into the liquid.)
· Now ask the students to remove the salt.  (They can’t.)
Discussion:

· Recognize that the salt water is also a mixture, but the original properties of the salt have changed (it dissolved).
· Recognize that some mixtures can be easily separated, and some are more difficult to separate.
· Ask the students if they can think of a way to separate this mixture.  Explain that if left to sit out, the water would evaporate, and the salt crystals would be left behind.  









